
 

 

Welcome to the April 2026 special edition of our Residents’ eNewsletter. 

 

The West Sussex County Council election is taking place on Thursday 7 May 2026. 

Seventy county councillors will be elected to represent local areas, each made up of 
around 12,000 residents. 

Councillors make policy and spending decisions which affect everyone in West 
Sussex and are accountable to residents.  

Learn more about councillors and the county council  

 

 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fabout-the-council%2Fhow-the-council-works%2Fcouncil-structure%2F/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/XxTDSXK4Ck4qi5lbXwGjRl3NjCYu_9QegYw_nL4cMF0=452


If you’ve never voted before, or you’ve changed address or moved home since you 
last registered, you will need to ensure you are registered to vote. 

Checking now helps make sure you can vote in a way that’s right for you.  

Register to vote by midnight on Monday 20 April  

 

 

Once registered, there are several ways you can vote. 

You can vote in person at a polling station, by post, or by appointing someone you 
trust to vote on your behalf, known as a proxy vote. 

Apply for a postal vote by 5pm on Tuesday 21 April  

 

Apply for a proxy vote by 5pm on Tuesday 28 April  

 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.gov.uk%252Fregister-to-vote%2F1%2F0101019d4442fed1-8e1543e7-1181-404a-8cf5-b6a349afc63b-000000%2F8lnl5tAi7ympXTGxQZtmdIuwOApwQpnXBQHTpA77hzc=450/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/gynRILGfMbrffjRVNcppPZoPWinE6TuFEVYriuZmL3E=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.electoralcommission.org.uk%2Fvoting-and-elections%2Fways-vote%2Fapply-vote-post/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/IZTsRdWPLdSAmBTCWVmldvZEhq_4dQqMFEShcruja_c=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.electoralcommission.org.uk%2Fvoting-and-elections%2Fways-vote%2Fapply-vote-proxy/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/AA-vcUy3ef3PpCqdnWtQ6pB5GNLi4ecp6aTmSuneRZM=452


To vote at a polling station you will need to show a form of photo identification (ID). 

This needs to be the original version - not a photocopy - and the name on your ID 
must be the same name you used to register to vote. 

You can use one of the following: 

• Passport 
• Driving licence (including provisional licence) 
• Blue badge 
• Certain concessionary travel cards 
• Identity card with PASS mark (Proof of Age Standards Scheme) 
• Biometric Immigration document including eVisas 
• Defence identity card 
• HM Armed Forces Veteran Card 
• Certain national identity cards 

See the full list of accepted forms of photo ID  

 

Most people will already have valid photo ID and won’t need to take any action. 

If you don’t have ID, or you’re not sure your photo ID still looks like you, you can 
apply for a free voter ID document, known as a Voter Authority Certificate. 

Apply for a certificate by 5pm on Tuesday 28 April  

 

For help, contact your local district or borough council. Find their contact details by 
entering your postcode in the Electoral Commission’s website. 

Or call the Electoral Commission helpline on 0800 328 0280. 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.electoralcommission.org.uk%252Fvoting-and-elections%252Fvoter-id%252Faccepted-forms-photo-id%2F1%2F0101019d4442fed1-8e1543e7-1181-404a-8cf5-b6a349afc63b-000000%2FGcxFkFJeg08Oq99_L8TTdD8B8GwHNImWais0tPAi83Y=450/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/OC-ukbS0ElWEmdyZzvyemJNNEvTN0GDt33Y4OhW4HYI=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fapply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-certificate/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/CfxtwmoFp0Zfo1SjJN59V7w8DYRG0Bet04hyV_0mQH4=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Felectoralcommission.org.uk%2Fvoter/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/iM-Wc9Ak3rBeRkra0eaPyh0NzTMSjEri6xTKgoW7__Q=452


Find out who is standing for election in your local area by visiting our website. 

List of candidates  

 

 

Polling stations open from 7am until 10pm on Thursday 7 May. 

Votes will then be counted by district and borough councils at six different locations 
on Friday 8 May. 

We will publish the results for each county council electoral division as soon as we 
receive them. 

Find out more about our elections  

 

 

               Did you receive this eNewsletter from a friend? Sign up here. 

  

    

 

            

  
     

  

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fabout-the-council%2Fhow-the-council-works%2Felections%2Fcounty-council-election%2F/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/B6npEI7diR4YOZ2-mzKFlrRn4p0LkXq8kS2voai4zqw=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%252Fabout-the-council%252Fhow-the-council-works%252Felections%252Fcounty-council-election%252F%2F1%2F0101019d4442fed1-8e1543e7-1181-404a-8cf5-b6a349afc63b-000000%2FGfkw1xWVHqeNqqqmWvrwvK7ziFXcdip8xIP-RkF89gc=450/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/xoJUyB_CFPDgiFsz4Wa716eBN7bqGM283isIkaorBj4=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fcampaigns%2Flocal-elections%2F/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/33DaDyHEvo3lHC7DB48AyTPxsX92HxDemPCnPUx9RMc=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUKWSCC%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/Fjhyl87wIPgrpw2qElW-4Yb6AhDw6k_NauhAPsBXluE=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FWest-Sussex-Matters%2F618890171532707/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/8UUNIFUh-UXeQBeyNTQ63RSk5iZ4W0awtoCTtdJn1Bc=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FWSCCNews/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/LVgRnmsGD8ZFnl_iGUUF-N8jDzI65ru1otCmdGTqxV4=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fwsccvideo/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/-dz6Ewnbq3hJF4t3sVBQZBQrx_LxUf-ugET6vvaaGqU=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUKWSCC%2Fsubscribers%2Fnew/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/QC_hoRqqKvE8VxFemUS5FVa6DGU_tvOU66TPddPUSvU=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.westsussex.gov.uk%2Fyour_council%2Fget_in_touch%2Fcontact_us.aspx/1/0101019d780ad3ed-6465aec6-1e26-44ba-b98e-78f628dc50ad-000000/uKzKxc2XReBlqqMW-25j3ntTvTM6LttlyS6T1ABbFv0=452

